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Tourism has been regarded as one of Thailand's prominent strengths. In the pre-
pandemic year of 2019, the country ranked 7% in the world in terms of numbers of international
inbound tourists, and 4™ in terms of foreign tourism revenue. Therefore, ones can consider that
using the strengths of inbound tourism to build up the nation’s national security is of potential.
For this reason, the researcher is then interested in studying the relationship between inbound

tourism and national economic security.

This research aims to study the perceptions of Executives of Thailand’s Ministry of
Tourism and Sports on such relationships. This qualitative research results concluded that the
Executives of the Ministry recognize that (1) Tourism industry, especially inbound tourism is of
great importance to the Thai economy, and that (2) Tourism has a great influence on driving the
Thai economy, as well as way of life. However, the literature review suggested that the knowledge
of this relationship is limited, and may—in turn—cause the perception of such relationship based

on inference or conjecture, rather than on a profound understanding of the phenomena.

Thus, the researcher recommends more in-depth research into the relationships

between inbound tourism and national economic security. Examples of issues worth further



research include, but not limited to, the impact on national economic security caused by;
(1) Over-reliance on foreign tourists in certain markets; (2) Global crises such as COVID-19 and the
world economic recession; (3) Regional & global geopolitical dynamism; and (4) Risk management

of the results of inbound tourism that might affect the national economic security.



