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ABSTRACT

Title : The guidelines for enhancing the capacity of performing disaster missions for the

Military Circle in the area of the 3rd Army Area in the year 2023 — 2032
By : Colonel Manop Phunsamo

Research Advisor : Senior Captain

(Yuttanapong Noppakulsatit)
July 2023

“The guidelines for enhancing the capacity of performing disaster missions
for the Military Circle in the area of the 3rd Army Area in the year 2023 - 2032.”
examines the disaster relief operations of military units in normal situations, considering
the future likelihood of severe, complex, and diverse disaster situations. The Ministry of
Defense plays a supportive role in emergency operations by establishing Disaster
Mitication Centers to support agencies at various levels under the Department of
Disaster Prevention and Mitigation. For the Royal Thai Army, Army Region units are
established, including the military district level. Therefore, as a regional military unit,
the military district unit has a mission to support the Provincial Disaster Prevention and
Mitigation Command. It is necessary for the Army Region unit to have the capabilities to
effectively support the agencies in the area in carrying out disaster relief missions.

The research methodology employed in this study is qualitative research,
utilizing data analysis from documentary research and in-depth interviews with qualified
individuals, as per the specified objectives. The study aims to examine concepts, theories,
principles, laws, problems, obstacles, and approaches related to disaster relief missions of
military units. Subsequently, the data collected will be analyzed to generate research

findings, along with recommendations and suidelines for enhancing the capabilities in



carrying out disaster relief missions for military district units under the Third Army area 3 in
the future.

The research findings reveal that natural disasters occurring frequently
and severely in the northern region have wide-ranging impacts. These disasters include
forest flooding, landslides, and inundation. The problems and obstacles faced by the
Army Region units responsible for establishing "Military District Public Disaster Mitigation
Centers" are as follows: oversized organizational structures, management handled by
a single department, lack of military personnel's knowledge, absence of principles,
manuals, and basic training regulations, insufficient essential equipment, inadequate
operational and training budgets, and a lack of preparedness plans and joint exercises
with relevant agencies. The researchers propose several recommendations for
enhancing capabilities, such as adjusting the structure of "Military District Public Disaster
Mitigation Centers" to involve commanding officers and all administrative divisions,
reducing the size and vulnerability of the humanitarian assistance units, including land,
water, and search and rescue units (M-MERT), developing principles, manuals, and
training regulations within the Army's annual training orders, establishing cooperation
agreements for training and utilizing disaster response equipment between the Army
and the Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation, involving Army Region units
in requesting annual budgets for disaster relief, creating a knowledge base on disaster
management for military personnel from their initial training as soldiers, and progressing
towards the establishment of "Disaster Mitigation Instructor Teams" within the Army.
Additionally, there should be the development of " Military District Disaster Mitigation
Plans" aligned with provincial disaster prevention and mitigation plans, conducting joint
exercises with relevant agencies, and most importantly, fostering motivation within the
Army to innovate and develop disaster response inventions, tools, and equipment.
Enhancing the capabilities for disaster relief missions of the Army Region units in
peacetime is analogous to preparing for war, as the Army Region units have a

leadership role as "Rear Area Operations Centers" in damage control efforts.



