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A century ago, the Thai Buddhist state annexed the Pattani Malay Muslim
territory and imposed a policy of Siamification. Since then, many locals have rebelled
against this incorporation. Most recently, a violent outbreak occurred in woo& when
Barisan Revolusi Nasional Coordinate (BRN-C) insurgent group revolted against the Thai
authorities in the deep south in a bid to regain independence. Currently, after many
decades of violence, the Thai government and the BRN-C have reached a stalemate.
Violence is at a low level yet stills threaten the people in the deep south. Politically,
there appears to be no way for both parties to live side by side harmoniously, each
respecting the culture and identity of the other.

Using the College of International Security Affairs (CISA) strategic response
framework, this study proposes a Course of Action (COA) for the Thai government to
reach a sustainable peace in the deep south area. Accordingly, this thesis includes four
steps. First, it provides an estimate of the situation, discussing the roots of the conflict,
the BRN-C frame and narrative, and the BRN-C strategy. Second, the thesis analyzes the
many decades of Thai policy and strategy in countering insurgency so as to glean lessons
from this experience. The third step determines the best practices that can be drawn
from similar counterinsurgency settings in history and the principles of counterinsurgency
as set out in the main texts and manuals. Finally, based on these previous steps, the
thesis proposes a COA, complete with a theory of victory, phasing, resourcing, and
prioritization.

This study suggests that the Thai state would end this conflict by political
means of negotiations. Therefore, the Thai authorities must overcome the fear of loss
sovereignty in a peace agreement. Instead, the Thai state must pursuit a peace dialogue
by involvement of all stakeholders in peace. Malaysia — a facilitator or a peace broker

— is a key to this dialogue forum.



